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Church Secretary’s Report, June 2017 
This year at Bloomsbury saw more disruption than normal to our 

church life as major building works were carried out, forcing us to curtail 
many of our usual activities. We were unable to serve Sunday Lunch; 
Tues@Bloom had to be modified to work in a different space; we had to 
reduce our lettings, and so on. We had to be adaptable!  

This led me to reflect upon what makes us church. The word 
church comes from the Greek word ekklesia, which means an assembly 
or a gathering of those summoned. Clearly it is the people, not the 
building, who make up the church, and yet at Bloomsbury we seem to 
be inextricably linked to our bricks and mortar. For one thing, most of us 
do not live within walking distance of the church, so 235 Shaftesbury 
Avenue tends to be our focal point: the place where, generally, we meet 
for worship and the various activities that make up our church life. As 
one of our ministers pointed out recently in the Bloomsbury Blog, “our 
building is central to our life. Of course, the church is more than the 
building, but without the building, we would not be the church we are”. 
How true! 

Our building is important and it needs to be fit-for-purpose, but it is 
there to serve us, not the other way around. We have a responsibility to 
maintain it, to make sure the heating and the lift work; to make sure the 
audio-visual and IT equipment work; to make sure we meet the Health 
and Safety regulations, and so on, but these should not be our main 
concerns. Our prime concern is to seek to live out the example of Jesus 
Christ for the good of our city or, in other words, to be the people of God 
in Central London. So, in Deacons’ and Church Meetings, we are now 
looking at how we can develop our church life, and we have already 
started to reflect upon, amongst other things, Sunday Lunch; our giving; 
and how we care for each other, pastorally. We also have challenges 
ahead as we face our financial situation and look at how we use our 
resources wisely. I pray that we, the Church, in all our wonderful 
diversity, will continue to be adaptable, that we will learn to live well with 
the tensions our church life brings us, and that we will continue to reflect 
upon how we may grow and work together to be the children of God in 
Central London. 

Before I close, I wish to record my thanks to James Fisher, our 
Church Manager, who has borne the brunt of a lot of the issues arising 
from the building works; to the Buildings and Fabric Committee, who 
carry out a lot of work behind the scenes; to all those who volunteer for 
‘Open Doors’, so that our building can remain open during the week; 
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and to our paid staff who oversee the building in the evenings and on 
Saturdays, when required. As always, I wish to thank our Ministry Team 
for all they contribute to our church life, and without whom our lives 
would be poorer. Finally, I want to say thank you to all those who 
contribute to life at Bloomsbury. There are many who work behind the 
scenes, but without whom our worship, our activities and the day-to-day 
running of the building would not happen nearly as smoothly.  

I hope you enjoy reading this report of our church life. To finish, I 
would like to set you a challenge: why not try out one of our activities 
that you have not yet been involved with. For example, if you have 
never been to an organ recital, try one out; if you have never attended a 
Home Group, find the nearest one to you and pay them a visit – I’m 
sure they will be pleased to see you; if you’ve never stayed for Sunday 
Lunch, why not try it out? I hope you get the idea! I look forward to 
hearing about your experiences. 

Jackie Somerville, Church Secretary 
 
A Welcoming Space 

This year’s life in Bloomsbury has been dominated by “the building 
works”; the work that started (after many years’ planning) to refurbish 
the Friendship Centre, deal with damp, renew the kitchen, sort out the 
longstanding problems on the stairs….and a host of other things, which 
meant that the building was full of people working on it from July until 
the day before Christmas Eve. 

Throughout these works, the building continued to be open almost 
every day, thanks to the dedication and efforts of various volunteer 
receptionists – though we are always looking for more, and we have 
lost some dedicated people over the year. The hospitality of our foyer is 
important: welcoming people who come for events, or meetings; giving 
a welcome to those who just want to sit down – including those who 
want to sit in the church for some space; and making our regular visitors 
feel at home. We are grateful to those who do this. If you want to know 
more and perhaps to take part, please ask. 
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Worship 
Our Sunday morning worship remains the centre of our 

congregational life, and our numbers have averaged around 70 in the 
morning service. 

During the year we had one baptismal service, baptizing Sheikh 
and were pleased to welcome him and seven others – Antonio, Nigel, 
Matthew, Ian, Liesl, Dermott and Tim – into membership during the year. 
Three members resigned, with all of whom we still have contact. We 
welcomed Revd Lindsay Meader from St James’s, Piccadilly, and Revd 
Dr Sam Wells from St Martin-in-the-Fields to preach, and enjoyed the 
music from our choir and from various instrumentalists. The skills of 
these people have enabled us to continue to broaden our repertoire of 
hymns and songs. Our Carol Celebration also benefitted from such 
musical skills, and from friends who offer us their support on these 
special occasions. 

We had an all age service at Christmas which involved not one but 
two nativity plays, one by adults, and one with the children. We also 

shared all age 
worship at Harvest 
and on Palm Sunday. 
However, all-age 
worship is 
challenging when we 
have very few (and 
often no) children 
present. Our Sunday 
Club leaders 
continue to prepare 
and to offer activities 
and fun when there 
are children present. 

On Easter Day, the 
youngsters did 
their now 
traditional art work 
on the steps of the 
church during the 
service – always a 
colourful 
experience. 
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Our evening service was 

affected by the loss of the kitchen 
for several months, and we ended 
our pattern of eating together before 
worship.  

We have now developed 
“Sunday Pilgrims” – a programme 
that sees us doing different things 
on a monthly rota. With our smaller 
numbers (usually 8-10) we are 
experimenting with settings and 
locations.  

We continue to wonder how 
best to use our evening gatherings, 
and how to encourage more to 
attend. 

 
Sunday Hospitality 

Inevitably, the building works meant some differences to our life 
together and our activities: the loss of Sunday lunch for the six months 
when we could not use the Friendship Centre reminded us of how much 
gathering and serving in that space is part of the identity of how we 
worship. With the works completed, we have restarted our Sunday 
hospitality – tea and coffee before the service, coffee in the foyer after 
the service, lunch (including 24 free tickets for homeless people or 
others in need); all done by a wide pool of volunteers whom we thank. 

 
A Guide to Who We Are 

With the re-opening of the Friendship Centre, we restarted our 
social events, and we began in great style with a new year social, at 
which we ate fish and chips and listened to Luciano Bothelo sing from 
his classical repertoire; an unusual and very effective combination.  

We also had several weddings among the congregation, all of 
which involved some celebration in the church, and we are delighted to 
congratulate Charly and Paul, Luke and Steve, Dermott and Tim, and 
Philip and Anna, on their marriages.  

Having spent last year dominated by the building, this year the 
Deacons are undertaking a significant review and reflection around 
different parts of the congregational life with the intention of seeking to 
develop and deepen our relationships, faith and service.  
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We have looked at how people come into the congregation and 
some very practical ways in which we can make our welcome more 
effective and how we might enable people to move from being “valued 
visitors” to “actively involved”. We have thought together about how we 
manage our giving, both within the service and through bank transfers. 
We have begun to look at how our home groups are arranged and 
publicised, and how we might develop these, as well as deepen and 
support our pastoral care. This work has, as always, been reported to 
our Church Meetings, which take place quarterly. These remain well 
attended, and offer our members an opportunity to play a significant 
part in the running of Bloomsbury. We also report what is happening 
through our regular magazine, Bloomsbury News, as well as giving 
notice of family news and publicising events that are coming up.  

We are 
grateful to those 
who put a lot of 
effort and time into 
producing 
Bloomsbury News, 
and also to 
sustaining our 
online presence: 
we have a Twitter 
account, (and a 
dedicated one that 
we use specifically 
for Advent and Lent 
to provide 
devotional 
material); we have 
a Facebook page 
and an Instagram 
account; we also 

have our church website which has our diary, lots of information about 
us, and links to listen to our sermons.  Not content with that, we also 
own the sites Christmas.org.uk and Easter.org.uk, which we use to 
distribute our preaching, worship, and resources for these seasons. 

Last year, we agreed to identify as a Kairos Church, and this year 
during Lent, we had a series of conversations in order to understand 
better the situation between Palestine and Israel and how we might 
better support peace with justice. 
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A significant development following the refurbishment and the 
rearrangement of rooms is the starting of our Community Hub: a 
number of possible new initiatives are being explored with current 
partners; new relationships are also being built with charities that have 
a similar vision to Bloomsbury’s. The first programme to start will be 
ESOL lessons (English for Speakers of Other Languages), which will 
run before the Sunday morning service. 
 
Young Adults and Professionals 

When the members of Exchange are not taking part in the Cold 
Weather Shelter, they have continued to meet for food, fellowship, and 
study. The group has addressed a variety of topics during the year, 
from Bible study, to religious themes in contemporary music. Exchange 
is one of the smaller groups within which significant relationships are 
formed. Many of the members have begun engaging with a similar 
young adults’ group run by St James’s, Piccadilly, and some of their 
members have expressed interest in joining us too. 

 
Tuesdays 

During the building works Tues@Bloom happened in the Forum, 
which gave it a very different feel, and the catering team rose to the 
challenge magnificently, as we shared a wide variety of meals such as 
soup, baked potatoes, quiche and salads.  

At the end of 2016 Revd Martin Taylor, who led Tues@Bloom for 
nine years, stood down. Since Christmas 
Ruth Gouldbourne has taken primary 
responsibility for it: we have moved back 
into the Friendship Centre, and resumed 
our normal menus, and pattern of the 
day. We start at 10.30am with board 
games and coffee, share lunch and 
usually have a speaker, then have more 
games and afternoon tea. The whole 
thing is still dependent on a dedicated 
and energetic group of volunteers, and 
we are very grateful to them.  

Ruth taking over running Tuesdays 
full-time meant that Waiting Prayer on a 
Tuesday has stopped: we are now 
meeting on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
8.30am for 30 minutes of silent prayer. 
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Prayer 
A specific way in which we offer 

pastoral support within the fellowship is 
the weekly publication of Shared Prayer, 
our email and postal communication that 
shares news, from within and beyond the 
fellowship, and enables us to pray for one 
another intelligently. 

Other occasional events have been 
held around prayer. Following the stabbing 
in Russell Square we held a vigil of prayer 
for peace in the foyer with the doors open 
and lots of candles: a few people joined us 
including a representative from Camden 
Council; others stopped to look and take a 
moment as they went past. It was an encouraging enough experiment 
that we repeated it on various other occasions when circumstances 
called for it.  

In addition, during Advent, “Breathing Space” – a space for quiet – 
took place, this year in the draught lobby, which allowed people to come 
straight in off the street – an interesting experiment. On Holy Saturday, 
the church was open for quiet prayer, with several introductions to 
meditation and reflection, attended by members and by visitors. 
 

The Year in Pictures  

 
The outside of the building – up close during the redecoration works
  

            
 

Longing for peace 
 

Prayers in our city 
 

5-6pm TODAY 
 

All Welcome 
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    The Year in Pictures  
   

 

                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
80th Birthday celebration cake  
for Revd Barbara Stanford  
(our Minister Emeritus) who 
has counted Bloomsbury as 
“home” since 1961 
 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Enjoying the 
greenery of 
London on one 
of the Summer 
Strolls 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



10 
 

   The Year in Pictures 
 
 
 
 
 
On the pier during the 
annual trip to Walmer, 
Kent           
    
 
 
 
 
 

           
 
 
 
 
Our shiny new kitchen  
in the basement 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
… and the new colour 
scheme, refreshed 
flooring and new chairs 
in the Friendship Centre 
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Music 
This was another bumper year for the organ concerts with a 

number of high-profile international performers taking centre-stage for 
the first time. The regular audience continues to draw from a large 
geographical area, and the Friendship Centre has frequently been 
bulging with visitors at the buffet following each concert. The buffet 
continues to provide prime time for reflection, introductions (including 
the recitalists) and to get to know one another in a friendly, congenial 
atmosphere. Many thanks for the energy and efficiency of those who 
prepare and deliver the buffet at each concert, or provide administrative 
assistance or a ‘front of house’ welcome for each event. 

Well-known musicians are frequently in the audience and it was a 
pleasure to welcome the distinguished composer, Sir Karl Jenkins, 
recently. 

 In July 2016, the 
RegerFest - a celebration of 
the music of Max Reger - 
provided the opportunity for a 
first musical collaboration with 
two other local churches, the 
Swiss Church and All Saints, 
Margaret Street. The principal 
events were all held at 
Bloomsbury and featured 
international players such as 
Isabelle Demers of Baylor 
University, Texas, and Jean-
Baptiste Dupont from 
Bordeaux Cathedral. It was a 
particular pleasure to hear the 
Bridge String Quartet 
(featuring our own Cathy and 
Michael Schofield) at one of 
these events. The Festival 
concluded with a special 
Choral Evensong at All Saints. 

The Organ Day in 
January 2017 was attended by several hundred people over the 
afternoon and one of the real joys of this occasion is to see the younger 
students from the RCO/Academy School (some as young as 11) 
performing for the first time in public to a very high standard.  

Professor Graham Barber (leaning on 
the organ console) held a Masterclass 
                 at the RegerFest  
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A special feature of 
this year’s event 
was the remarkable 
masterclass by the 
legendary doyenne 
of the organ world - 
Dame Gillian Weir. 
Although now 
retired from centre-
stage performing, 
the sheer energy, 
stamina and 
bravura of Dame 
Gillian’s 
presentation were 
as gripping as ever! 

 
Other concerts 

included a further 
appearance by the Scott 
Brothers, who performed 
piano and organ duets, 
with animations created 
by Tom Scott.  

We are again most 
grateful for the support of 
Dr Alan Dronsfield and 
his Foundation for a 
number of the events, 
and to Philip Norman for 
his much-praised website 
designs and publicity.    

The music played at 
the Wednesday evening 

recitals has been very varied and the performances of the highest 
quality, although audience figures remain consistently low. The 
enthusiasm of the young musicians to perform at Bloomsbury is a 
tribute to their dedication and the pleasure they take in enjoying the 
church’s outstanding acoustic. 

This year’s major innovation was a concert by students from 
Reigate Grammar School, which came about because one of their 

Dame Gillian Weir with John & Eric Shepherd, 
                     our organ builders 

             Jonathan and Tom Scott 
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music masters, Bernat Cátala, had previously attended a Bloomsbury 
concert while a student at the Royal College of Music: he brought a 
tuba player, a violinist, a cellist and a pianist.   

A major contribution through the year was made by Dylan Perez, a 
Guildhall student specialising in accompanying singers: he brought and 
accompanied several prize-winning artists. 

A bold, ambitious and inspirational performance was that of 
Messiaen’s ‘Quartet for the End of Time’ by the Labuschagne Quartet: a 
technically demanding work due of the limitations of the instruments 
available to the players, as it was written and first performed in a 
Silesian prison camp in 1941.  

It refreshes the spirit to come to Bloomsbury on a Wednesday 
evening and become engrossed by the music. We are grateful to those 
who organise these recitals. 
 
Ekklesia 

Our links with Ekklesia have shifted slightly during the year as they 
have moved out of our building, because of a change of staffing. 
However over the year we have continued to host joint events with them 
at Bloomsbury. Most notable 
was the one in January, when 
Rowan Williams and Mona 
Siddiqui were in conversation 
about Transforming Christian-
Muslim Relationships. We 
also welcomed Chris Cole, a 
Christian peace activist and 
Director of Drone Wars UK, 
and Moazzam Begg, a former 
Guantanamo Bay internee 
and currently outreach worker 
for CAGE – an independent 
advocacy organisation – who 
spoke together about Faith 
and Resistance to the War on 
Terror. Rabbi Jonathan 
Romain, Revd Simon 
Woodman, Savi Hensman, 
and Juliet Marlow participated 
in a debate about Assisted 
Dying.  
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All of these events were sponsored through the fund left by Revd 
Seth Stephens for interfaith work and we believe that he would be 
delighted at the creative, stimulating and exciting events that have 
happened – and the ones still to come. 

 
Ecumenical Links 

Our ecumenical links continue; we take an active part in Churches 
Together in Westminster, which Ruth Gouldbourne chairs. We have 
attended the joint services for Pentecost and Advent, and have been 
represented at the various “Meet the Neighbours” events, when we 
visited other churches and learnt about their work and life. We also 
welcomed our friends from Crown Court, Church of Scotland, to share a 
meal and Communion on Maundy Thursday.  

Our links with the wider ecumenical world continue too: Ruth 
maintains involvement in Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, both 
as a Trustee, and chairing the Faith and Order Reference Group;  
Simon Woodman continues as Free Church Chaplain at King’s College 
London, which during the year led to him preaching at a Sunday 
morning Sung Eucharist service at St Paul’s Cathedral. 

We also 
participated in 
“Still Reforming” – 
a commemoration 
of the 
Reformation 
among the 
churches in our 
area that are 
rooted in that 
movement. In our 
month, January, 
we hosted an 
exhibition about 
baptism and 
about the politics 
of water, and also 
had an exhibition 
in the church of art work from some of our members and others 
connected with the church, including some of those living on the streets. 
This was well attended with several groups from other churches coming 
to visit over the two weeks. 
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Cold Weather Shelter 
The Cold Weather Shelter, in association with C4WS, ran weekly 

on Wednesdays between November and January in the Forum. Largely 
“staffed” by volunteers 
from Exchange, 
approximately fifteen 
people each night 
shared a meal and 
had a bed in safety 
and warmth. The 
Shelter runs for five 
months, and we take 
part in the first half of 
that. 
 

 
Tuesday Evening Centre 

In a similar vein, the Tuesday Evening Centre has developed and 
gone from strength to strength, and since Easter has moved from being 
fortnightly to weekly. The Simon Community, whom we partner in this, 
have a new director who is keen to develop the relationship between us. 

The evening consists of a full and hearty meal, with a vegan option, 
conversation and we are currently working our way through watching 
'Only Fools and Horses'. Two of our newer attendees at Bloomsbury 
have taken on running and overseeing the evenings.  

During the building works we installed an industrial washer and 
dryer enabling us to offer a simple laundry service to our guests: this is 
a real need and has gone down very well. 
 
London Citizens 

Our involvement in London Citizens – a community based 
movement – has increased during the year, with a number of people 
participating in their two-day 
training. Dawn Cole-Savidge 
and Simon Woodman also 
undertook the six-day training, 
and the church has been 
involved in issues such as 
“Living Wage”, “Rights of 
Refugees”, and “Affordable 
Housing” campaigns. 
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Street Pastors 
We again hosted the Street Pastors in Central London on New 

Year’s Eve, providing a base and hot food for them before and after 
they went into the West End to help anyone at the celebrations who got 

into difficulties. We are 
grateful to those from our 
fellowship who chose to spend 
the last few hours of 2016 at 
Bloomsbury helping in this 
way. 

At a prize-giving 
ceremony during the year we 
received an award “For 
outstanding support” to the 
Westminster Street Pastors.  
 

Treasurer’s View 
The results for the year to 31st March 2017 will be presented to the 

AGM in June, but they are likely to show a deficit for the year of around 
£40,000, significantly better than the previous year’s deficit of £90,000.  

The principal reason for this is that giving is up by £44,000. We are 
very grateful for this magnificent response by so many people to the 
appeal to increase funding to reduce the deficit. 

Now that we have completed the current round of refurbishment, 
which has cost nearly £500,000, we can move to a more “business as 
usual” approach. We expect to increase lettings rates shortly and this 
will have a beneficial effect on finances. Nevertheless, the budget for 
the current year to 31st March 2018 shows a deficit of around £50,000.  

This level of deficit will be met from our existing reserves. However, 
by 31st March 2018, we need to see a change in our annual finances so 
that we have a balanced budget. We are discussing this, and I hope to 
be able to report further at the AGM in June. 

                                           Howard Brown, Church Treasurer 
 
With Gratitude 

Our life together is rich, varied and never predictable. We are 
grateful to all those who take part in a wide variety of roles, and 
together we give thanks to God for another year of call and blessing. 

     Ruth Gouldbourne & Simon Woodman, Co-Ministers 
    Dawn Cole-Savidge, Communities Minister 
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